Alcoholics Anonymous Helpline
(831) 475-5782

FOOD SECURITY:

Narcotics Anonymous Helpline
(831) 429-7436

Second Harvest Food Hotline
(M-F 8AM-4PM)
(831) 662-0991
Immigrant Legal Services of the Central
Coast
(831) 722-2499
ACLU Northern California
(Bilingual, M-F 10-12/1-3) (415) 621-2488

SUBMIT RESOURCES
RECOMMEND CHANGES
GET INVOLVED:
INFO@DSASANTACRUZ.ORG
DSASANTACRUZ.ORG
COMMUNICATIONS
DEFUND THE POLICE
ECOSOCIALISTS
ELECTORAL
LABOR
MEMBER ENGAGEMENT
MUTUAL AID (LOVE BOAT)
POLITICAL EDUCATION

DSA WORKING GROUPS

A SANTA CRUZ GUIDE
INSTEAD OF THE POLICE

WHO TO CALL

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
& SEXUAL ASSAULT
Monarch Services (Bilingual)
CRISIS LINE: (888-900-4232
Santa Cruz: (831) 425-4030
Watsonville: (831) 722-4532
Walnut Avenue Family & Women’s
Center (Bilingual)
CRISIS LINE: (866) 900-4232
Main Office: (831) 426-3062
Survivors Healing Center
(831) 423-7601
RAINN National Sexual Assult
Hotline
(800) 656-4673
National Domestic Violence:
Hotline
(800) 799-7233

QUEER TRANS GENDER
NON-CONFORMING

MENTAL HEALTH

The Diversity Center of Santa Cruz
(831) 425-5422
Trevor Project
Trans Lifeline

(866) 488-7386
(877) 565-8860

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, & Transgender
National Hotline

(888) 843-4564
Youth: (800) 246-7743
Senior: (888) 234-7243

Fenway Health Helpline
25+ Helpline: (888) 340-4528
Under 25 Peer Listening Line:
(800) 399-PEER

Suicide Prevention 24 hour Crisis Line
(800) 273-8255

(831) 426-1818

(866) 526-8772

Santa Cruz County Immigration Project
(831)724-5667
YARR (Your Allied Rapid Response)
IF YOU SEE ICE: (831) 239-4289
MIGRANT RIGHTS:

FOOD SECURITY
MIGRANT RIGHTS
StrongHearts Native Helpline
(844) 762-8483

Nar-Anon Family Groups
(831) 291-5099
Al-Anon and Alateen
Janus of Santa Cruz

(831) 769-4700

Free naloxone, safe disposal, single use
syringes, sterile works supplies, sharps
containers, safe injection materials,
referrals, condoms, feminine hygeine

Harm Reduction Coalition of
Santa Cruz County

SUBSTANCE USE
HARM REDUCTION
WARM LINES
PEER LINES

Project Return - Peer Support
Network (Bilingual)
Peer Line: (831) 469-0479

Crisis Comnections: Peer support
for emotional and mental health
challenges (National Warm Line)
(866) 427-4747
English: (888) 448-9777
Spanish: (888) 448-4055
Teen Crisis Line: (310) 855-4673
or text “TEEN” to 839863
Parent Stress Line (Multilingual)
(800) 632-8188

24/7 Crisis Text Line
US and Canada: text “HOME” to 741741

Peer to Peer Network - Mental
Health Client Action Network of
Santa Cruz 9AM-2PM (M/T/TH/F)
Peer Line: (831) 469-0462

National Alliance on Mental Health
Helpline (831) 427-8020x7
Office (831) 824-0406
Santa Cruz County Behavioral Health
Division
(800) 952-2335
Suicide Prevention of the Central
Coast
(877) 663 5433

The Democratic Socialists of America, Santa
Cruz, enthusiastically join in the call to defund
the police that is resonating with such force
around the country in the wake of the killings
of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and countless
others. Led by people of color, many of whom
have been organizing around this issue for
decades, the call for defunding is, at its heart,
about reimagining our entire society and
beginning the hard work of undoing centuries
of white supremacy. It is about following the
lead of radical black thinkers like Angela Davis
and Ruth Wilson Gilmore and recognizing
that throughout those centuries, police forces
have been the central institution propping up
a system that values white property over black
lives.
While Santa Cruz is patting itself on the back
for having “good” police officers and contemplating extremely mild reforms, other cities
across the country are taking this movement
much more seriously--realizing that addressing deep, structural racism will in fact require
deep structural changes, not just modified
policies on when police officers are permitted
to escalate to deadly force. Defunding is the
first, crucial step towards those structural
changes. Defunding is about divesting from
an approach based on violence and reinvesting in communities of color and in social
equality.
Some of the most violent police departments
in the country have already adapted many, or
all, of the reforms we are so often told will solve
this issue, and yet still brutalize community
members with impunity. Minneapolis, the
place where George Floyd was murdered,
spent years enacting all manner of reforms,
from body cameras, to bias training, to civilian
review boards.
A different approach is
required and this is a moment when Santa
Cruz is in danger of being left totally in the
dust by other cities that now recognize that
white supremacy must be pulled out by the

As socialists, we understand that the murder
of George Floyd is not an isolated incident. We
understand that policing, as an institution,
enforces inequality and mass incarceration
and that the racist violence enacted by the
police cannot be disentangled from the basic
role of police in our society: that of perpetuating a status quo based on racial hierarchies
and private property. No amount of “implicit
bias training” or modified “use of force guidelines” will alter the basic social function of the
police. The issue is not replacing bad policing
with “good” policing, as many liberals in Santa
Cruz are advocating. We socialists understand that Black lives will never truly matter in
a system that puts profit over people. Maintaining that system is the primary function of
the police.
While abolition is our goal, defunding is a concrete action that can be taken NOW. Defunding is the first step towards a democratic
reappraisal of all of our City’s priorities — and
it is a step that other cities are already taking.
“Defunding” involves redistributing funds to
more, effective, and less violent, forms of
public safety. Santa Cruz spends nearly $30
million a year on policing--nearly a third of
our general fund and the largest single
expenditure. For this money, we get an armed
force that is overwhelmingly asked to address
non-violent property crime; a force that
spends over 80% of its time dealing with the
houseless population, meaning that we deliberately aim our cops squarely at the most
racially diverse segment of our city. We get
“first responders” who treat every issue as a
potential threat to be managed with force,
arrest, and criminalization. We spend half of
the police budget not on solving crimes but
on patrols that disproportionately stop,
detain, and arrest people of color and bring
into every situation the threat of incarceration, and for some, deportation.

